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In the months since physicians showed that @it is possible to transplant pig organs into humans,
researchers have been egcalling for US regulators to allow clinical trials of gthe procedures in people.
On 29-30 June, at a two-day meeting of an advisory committee to the US Food and Drug

Administration (FDA), agency officials and physicians discussed gwhat regulators would need to

move forwards. Most attendees agreed that human trials are needed to help sanswer the most

pressing research questions about inter-species transplants, known as xenotransplants.
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oThe data support the initiation of “@small, focused” clinical trials with “appropriately selected

patients”, says Allan Kirk, a transplant surgeon at Duke University School of Medicine in Durham,
North Carolina, who presented at the meeting.
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Researchers have repeatedly transplanted pig organs into non-human primates, such as baboons, @

with success. But these experiments @don’t simulate human trials perfectly. If the ultimate goal is to

do transplants in people, human trials are needed, says Caroline Zeiss, a veterinary specialist at Yale
School of Medicine in New Haven, Connecticut.
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Such trials, she says, would help to answer pa slew of questions, @including gwhat the best cocktail

of immunosuppressive drugs to give humans to help their bodies accept a pig organ is, and how
physicians can manage a@the risk that transplanted organs might harbour a pig virus. Researchers

also want to know gwhich pig breed is best suited for growing transplant organs, and ghow co-

occurring health conditions, such as diabetes, could affect transplant success.
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